THE ECONOMIC HISTORY
OF ENGLAND
CHAPTER I
THE ORIGIN OF THE MANOR
THE term manor came in with the Norman Conquest1, but
the manorial system itself was not the work of the Normans.
It was already in full growth when William I. first set foot on
English soil, although continental ideas profoundly modified
its later development. Beyond this point, however, cer-
tainty ends, and it is still disputed among historians whether
on the eve of the Conquest the manor was comparatively
a recent institution, or whether it was the original basis of
English society. The problem of the manor has accordingly
given rise to two schools, the Roman and the Teutonic,
The former connect the manor with the Roman system of
land-holding which, they assert, was adopted by the English
invaders as the basis of their settlement. The latter main-
tain that the Saxons settled on the soil in free village com-
munities of peasant proprietors, who gradually lost their
freedom and developed into the villeins of Domesday Book.
The issue between the two schools is not a barren specu-
lation but a matter of profound historical importance.
It involves the fundamental question whether the starting-
point of our history is the freedom or the servitude of
the great mass of the nation. The Roman theory of the
manor implies that from the first the rural population
of England consisted, not of a race of free peasants tilling
their own lands, but of dependent serfs in a condition of
* " This name Manner began with the Normans ... for I finde noe
suche name with the Saxons " : A Mannor and Court Baron (Harleian MS.
6714, cd. N. J. Hone, 1909), II.